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GREG BALL, and COMPLAINT
BALLANY,

Respondents. MUR # QZ g/

Complainant Gary M. Levine,residing at
, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603, a natural person, hereby
submits this Complaint to the Federal Election Commission
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(1).

The facts show that Greg Ball, in a matter of just a few
months, has repeatedly violated several core provisions of the
federal campaign finance laws - illegally soliciting “soft
money,” converting assets from his soft-money-funded Assembly
campaign to his Congressional campaign, and having automated
phone calls sent on his behalf without saying who paid for
them.

In support, Complainant alleges as follows:

FACTUAL AMD LEGAL ANALYSIS
1. Respondent Greg Ball ("Ball") is a candidate for
United States House of Representatives in New York’s 19th
District.
2. The Federal Election Campaign Act and the Bipartisan

Campaign Reform Act ban House candidates from raising “soft
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money” - funds outside the source restrictions and
contribution limits of federal campaign finance law. See 2
U.S5.C. § 441i(e).

3. A House candidate, his campaign and their agents may
not solicit or receive contributions from persons in excess of
$2,400 per election, or from political action committees in
excess of $§5,000 per election. See 2 U.S.C. §§ 441a(a) (1) (A),
441a(a) (2) (A), 441i(e) (1) (A).

4. A House candidate, his campaign and their agents may
not accept corporate contributions. See 2 U.S5.C. §§ 441b(a),
441i(e) (1)A). Corporations are prohibited from making
expenditures in connection with federal elections. 2 U.S.C. §
441b(a).

5. A contribution includes anything of value, including
in~kind contributions. See 2 U.S.C. § 431(8) (A)(i); 11 C.F.R.
§ 100.52(d).

6. The contribution limits and source restrictions of
federal law apply even when a candidate is simply “testing the
waters” to decide whether to run. See 11 C.F.R. § 100.131(a).

7. Ball, his campaign and their agents have engaged in
a blatant pattern of raising illegal soft money.

Soliciting Illegal Cozporate Contributions for a
Fundraising Auction

8. On or about June 5, 2009, Ball’s so-called
“Congressional Exploratory Committee” held a Golf Outing at
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Hudson Hills Golf Course and Murphy’s Restaurant. See Exhibit
A.

9. The outing included a “silent auction.” See Exhibit

10. On or about May 1, 2009, Jacqueline Ambrosino, a
Ball representative, sent an email to a distribution list
soliciting donations for the silent auctions. See Exhibit A.
“We are looking for tickets to sporting events, televisions,
gift certificates to restaurants and services (such as legal
and accounting services), foursomes for other golf courses,
trips, plane tickets, spa gift certificates, televisions, just
to name a few ..” Exhibit A.

11. The May 1, 2009, email expressly asked for corporate
contributions: “You can reach out to your network and try to
get donations from both businesses and people.” Exhibit A
(emphasis supplied). "When working with a business, you can
emphasize the foot' traffic that will be generated by having
their name featured at our event and in a brochure to be
handed out to everyone that attends.” Exhibit A (emphasis
supplied).

Accepting Corporate Sponsorships and Seeking Excessive

Contributions for an Outdoor Fundraising Event

12. On or about July 25, 2009, Ball’s campaign sponsored
a “Rockin’ Rib Fest & Battle of the Bands.” Exhibit B.

13. The July 25, 2009, event was “sponsored” by the New
York State Rifle & Pistol Association and the National Rifle




10044272992

Association. Exhibit B. On information and belief, both
entities are corporations.

14. The Ball campaign sought additional “sponsorships”
in connection with the July 25, 2009, event, including a “VIP
Congressional Tent Sponsorship” priced at $2,900 -~ $500 in
excess of the federal contribution limit. Exhibit B. Other
Ball event solicitations have shown similar indifference to
the $2,400 limit. See, e.qg.,

http://www.ballforcongress.com/eventDetail.aspx?eventID=2650

(Exhibit C) (asking for $2,500 and $4,800 contributions,
without regard to the per-election limit).

Accepting Illegal Soft Money Transfers from Ball'’s
Assenbly Committee

15. Federal law prohibits federal candidates from
transferring funds or assets to their federal campaigns from
their nonfederal campaign committees. See 11 C.F.R. §
110.3(d) .

16. Federal law prohibits federal candidates from
transferring or spending nonfederal funds in connection with
federal elections. See 2 U.S.C. § 441i(e).

17. Ball’s federal campaign has made and is making
repeated use of photos, videos and other assets from his
nonfederal campaign and/or his official New York Assembly
office. See, e.g.,
http://www.ballforcongress.com/multimedia.aspx; (Exhibit D).
Ball’s filings to date with the Federal Election Commission
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show no payment to his Assembly campaign, nor to the State of
New York, for the use of these photos.

Voicing Illegal Rabocalls

18. Federal law requires general public political
advertisements paid for by third parties and authorized by
candidates to contain a statement disclosing the identity of
the payors, and that they had been authorized by the
candidates. See 2 U.S.C. § 441d(a) (2).

19. Ball’s July 15 Quarterly Report discloses an in-kind
contribution made on June 29, 2009, by Brian Callaghan in the
form of “Automated Calls.” Exhibit E.

20. On or about June 29, 2009, an automated call
featuring Ball was distributed to voters in the 19th
Congressional District. The call contained no statement
indicating who had paid for the call, or whether Ball had
authorized it. See Exhibit F.

COUNT ONE

21. Complainant realleges and incorporates by reference
paragraphs 1 through 20, above.

22. As set forth above, Ball, while a candidate, did
personally and/or through the conduct of his agents and/or
others acting at his direction and on his behalf, purposely
solicit and receive “soft money,” in violation of 2 U.S.C. §§

44la, 441lb and 441li(e).
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23. Complainant realleges and incorporates by reference
paragraphs 1 through 22 above.

24. As set forth above, Ball, while a candidate, did
personally and/or through the conduct of his agents and/or
others acting at his direction and on his behalf, purposely
transfer assets from his nonfederal campaign to his federal
campaign and spend nonfederal funds in connection with his
federal election, in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441i(e) and 11
C.F.R. § 110.3(d).

COUNT THREE

25. Complainant realleges and incorporates by reference
paragraphs 1 through 24 above.

26. As set forth above, Ball, while a candidate, did
personally and/or through the conduct of his agents and/or
others acting at his direction and on his behalf, cause
advertisements to be distributed on behalf of his principal
campaign committee without disclosing who had paid for them,
or that he had authorized them, in violation of 2 U.S.C. §
441d.

PRAYER TOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Complainant respectfully requests that the
Commission:

A. Find reason to believe that Ball violated the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, and the
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act.
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B. Seek the highest civil penalties allowed by law, and
an injunction to prevent further violation.

C. Take such other and further action as the Commission
deems just and reasonable, or as the law may require.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary M.Gvin}e

STATE OF New York )

County of Dutchess )

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this lst day of

s A. W

Notary Public

October, 2009.

My Commission Expires:

SUSAN 8. HTOO
Nﬂ-vma e’ﬁ.u New York
No, 02HT4801200
Oommisslon !:pkummlql iy u.c "ﬁm
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Hello!

Greg Ball's 4tk Annual Golf Outing will be taking place on June Sth, 2009 at
Hudson Hills Golf Course and Murplty's Restaurant. You can view all the
details at www,gballevents.com. For this big event we need help pulling in
donated items for the silent auction that will be going on throughout the day.

To accomplish this task, I will be organizing a Silent Auction Committee that
will meet a few times prior to the golf outing. ®Please let me Know if you will be
able to fielp by calling me at or e-maifing me at

We are looKing for tickets to sporting events, televisions, gift certificates to
restaurants and services (such as legal and accounting services), foursomes for

other golff courses, trips, plane tickgts, spa gift certificates, televisions, just to
name just a few....
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You can reach out to your network and try to get donations from both businesses
and people. Many people have saved up points on their credit cards that can be
redeemed for many items that we could auction off. 'When working with a
business, you can emphasize the foot traffic that will be generated by having
their name featured at our event and in a brochure to be handed out to everyone
that attends.

Thank you and I look forward to workjng with you!

Regands,

Jacqui Ambrosino
BallANY Congressional Exploratory Committee 2010
www.gballevents.com

@.S. To unsubscribe, please reply to Gst@ballény.com with the words
‘unsubscribe fist’ in the body of the e-mail
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SATURDAY, JULY 25"

Assemhlyman Greg Ball 5

Rnckm
Rib Fest

BATTLE # BANDS

SVENT CHAIRE & XENURARY BB JUDSES
Rate Senpler Viscool Lodell  Cously Logitialer Soenge Bies
horit Botch Aodersn Cously Loginialor Do Simingien

Sherl! Dosald Smith Cously Logistaler ooy Fosco
Stabo Ascombhyman Grog B2l Councilmen Josoph Capisse R
WhRo: Assemblyman Greg Ball Congressissal Campaign Commitiee
WHNEN: SATURDAY, JULY 25" evarrsasr
12:00 (NOON) - 7:00 P.K.
WRERE: The North Ridge Farm lecated a 683 Revle 311, Pattersen, MY 12563
WHAT: 380 resiaurants and individuals witl compele for the best ribs
lllhlhlmﬂqlllmlﬂtlﬂllm

ADMISSION: Pesws VP

Smannd by e 00 Sl D ﬂu g -idl.ﬂ“‘ll-lld
S60un 30l gubmt vntng b e W it

gl st R S v
Enjoy a Day of Games and Fun with the Whels Family

OU880 COMPETITION O SPONSORED BY THE NRA

OVENDORS O BEAUTIFUL 300 ACRE NORSE FARM

Assemblyman Greg Ball's
Rockin' Rib Fest & Battle of the Bands
Sponsorship Opportunities




Saturday, July 25th
12 p.m. Noon - 7p.m.
North Ridge Farm
683 Route 311, Patterson, NY 12563

Thank you for your support of Assemblyman Greg Ball's 4th
Annual Rockin' Rib Fest & Battle of the Bands. We have a great
day lined up with local BBQ restaurants and individuals competing
for the best ribs in the Hudson Valley and local elected officials will
judgel Join hundreds of your rib lovin' neighbors for this great day
of mugic, games and funl!

Rod & Gun Club Sponsorship: $695
10 tickets to the VIP Congressional Tent (all you can eat and dtink)
and a reserved table (guaranteed seating) where you can proudly
display your club's signage and information.

‘10044272999

"Make My Day" Sponsogship: §1295
20 tickets to the VIP Congressional Tent (all you can eat and drink)
and a reserved table with guatanteed PREFERRED seating where
you can proudly display your club's signage and information.

VIP Congressional Tent Sponsorship: $2900
Includes, tent signage, PREMIER table location where you can
proudly display your club's signage and information, and 20 VIP
Congressional Tent tickets (all you can eat and drink).

Individyal VIP Congressionsl Teat Ticket; $75
One VIP Congressional Tent ticket includes general seating and all
you can eat and drink.

Contact Joanna Puchalski
| for more details

" or to purchase your sponsorship.
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Evening With Ari Fleischer

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 from 8:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Ossining, NY

2 B O @B s =

Emall Facebook Twitiar Linkedin MySpsce Dipn del.icio.us Reddh

Ticket Information

TICKET TYPE

VIP Private Cocktall Hour $228 Per
Pereon (inc. dinner)

VIP Private Cocktail Hour §3765 per
Couple (inc. dinner)

Dll;mr Only $110 Per Perspn
Dinner Only $200 per Couple

Victory Sponsor (2 tickets for VIP &
Dinner)

. Cocktall Sponsor (4 tickets for VIP &
Dinner)

- Dinner Table Sponsor (2 VIP & 10

Dinner tickets)
Dinner Sponsor (call for detalls)

Event Sponsor (call for detalls)

. Event Detalils

You Are Cordially Invited For An Evening With

L

23h 62m

$225.00

$375.00
$110.00
$200.00
$500.00

$1,000.00

$1,500.00

$2,500.00
$4,800.00

P e I

$8.62

$3.74
$5.99

Contact

§
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CGrog Sall Dakals

Siagal driver's Heunse hearing

Grog Ball Gun Dekste June 1288
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SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3)
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS

Detalied Summaery Page 7 188 19

A

——

‘Any Information capled from such Reporss and Siatements may nol be soid or USed by @y parson or the purpase of salioling conribulions
or for commercial pusposes, other than using the name and ackiress of any poliical commilies (0 solick contributions fram such commities

NAME OF COMMITTEE (in Full)

BalMNY
Full Name (Last, First, Widdie inial) Transaction 10: BCAS5CBAG35034B68911
Kathy Besler Dele of Digbursement
M 4 ¢ 0 1 v v Y Vv
Maling Address 21 Links Court oe 3 ' " 2009
Cay Stale Zip Code Amount of Each Disbursemant this Period
Monros NY 10980-5850
Purpose of Disbursement 2000.00
InkindEvenl Expense
Canddate Name Category
_ Typa
Offios Sought: Hause Disbursament For:
Senate Primary Genersl
President Other (spacily) ¥
Stae: Distict:
Full Name (Last, First, Mickile Inlial) Traneaction 10: BFOSF7765E2914120BAE
Caria Bracca Dete of Disbursement
Maling Address 3 Bridge Ln ds" ' 'of " Y 2009
Cuy Sute Zip Code Amount of Esch Disturssmant this Period
Yorktown His NY 10808-8811
Purpose of Disbursement 299.00
In-kind:Evert Expense
Candidate Name Category
_— . - Type
Office Sought: House Disbursement For:
Senate Primary General
Preskiont Ofhwr (spachly) ¥
Sale: Diatrict:
Full Name (Last, Firsl, Mickie Iniel) Transsotion 10: BC72DCCAS7C3B40CAAIC
Brian Caillaghan Owe of Digbursement
Maling Address 72 Magle Ave de" ' %28 ' ¥ Zode”
Stae Code Amount of Each Disbursement this Period
gﬂﬂ NY MS
Purpose of Disbursement 526.84
in-hinc:Autometed Calls . .
Candidate Name Calegory
_ Type
Office Sought: House Disbursement For:
Senate Primary Genersl
President Owwr (specly) 9
Suie: District:
SUSTOTAL of Disbursements This 825.04

TOTAL This Periad (last page this ine number only)

FEC Gchoduls B( Farm3 ) (Movised 62/2008)




